
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Creation” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Faith Unleashed” is the seventh in the series.  You will find the order of worship 
for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  5:00 p.m.    Kids for Christ
  5:00 p.m.    Youth Ministry
  5:30 p.m.    Growth Groups
  7:30 p.m.    The Oaks College  Ministry

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Tuesday:
    6:00 p.m.    Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
 6:45 p.m.    Growth Groups
 7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

Thursday:
  6:30 p.m.    Financial Peace Session

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                    All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
             if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                        on the schedule below.

Children’s Ministry: Trunk or Treat
  Trunk or Treat is right around the corner,  so leave the cobwebs 
in your car and plan to park it at the church on Halloween night 
from 5:30-7:00 pm! 
  We hope you will all make plans to attend and/or help with Trunk 
or Treat this year.  It is always a great time for people of all ages. You 
can hand out candy to the kids from your car, help pop popcorn, 
make cotton candy, serve hotdogs, drive the train, or supervise the 
fun at the air castles. 
   Whatever your skills, we can use them! Please fill out the orange 
insert in the bulletin and place it in the offering plate.  And, we 
would truly appreciate any candy donations as well! 
—Alayna Brooks

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, on the second Tuesday 
of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. Free childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.



College Ministry:  Scavenger Hunt

Youth Ministry: Wanted — Aspiring Youth Musicians
    The Aldersgate Youth Group is looking for aspiring musicians in 
Grades 6 -12 for the worship team. No experience is necessary.     
 With the leadership of Wyatt Goettsch, the youth will be given an 
opportunity to share their talents and gifts with the rest of the youth 
group as we worship each week. From my experience, I have seen 
youth go from timid and  barely able to play a chord to helping lead 
the church on Sunday mornings. The youth worship team meets 
on Sundays at 4:00 p.m. Any one interested must speak with Wyatt 
first before showing up to practice. We are excited about his new 
opportunity for our youth.

Also remember that the youth meet each week for Sunday School from 10:05 – 10:55 a.m. on Sunday nights 
from 5:00 – 7:30 p.m. with a meal. Meals are $3.00 per night.  If you’d like to pay by the month or the whole 
semester up front, that will work as well. — Daniel Mathis

    Last Sunday night, the college ministry met for The Oaks and shared a dinner together and then 
participated in a photo scavenger hunt using #theoakshuntabilene. You can look at the our photos from the 
night under this hashtag on Instagram. After a busy weekend filled with two homecomings (ACU & McM) 
and a fall-break (HSU), the students were glad to enjoy an evening filled with laughter, stories, and creativity 
via the scavenger hunt. 
    Tonight, we will gather again for dinner and then share in a discussion on social media. Many of you 
probably have read articles or seen videos that vocalize concerns of the effects of social media. And the 
reality is that the social networking portion of our lives and society is growing in its presence and influence 
in our lives. Have you ever given any thought to your motives for using social media? Or have you ever 
considered the effects that social media has on your faith, spirituality, and relationships? These are the types 
of questions that we will reflect upon tonight. Hopefully, you can find time to join us for The Oaks as the 
college ministry journeys through this conversation regarding social media. — Kyle Watson



ALIVE In Creation: Faith Unleashed
Genesis 22: 1-8
Sermon Notes

Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

The Right Turn (Genesis 12)

The Days of Abraham’s Life (Genesis 12-22)

The Strange Encounter (Genesis 22)

Three Themes:

1.

2.

3.

An Invitation

Additional Notes:



Growth Group Questions
1. What makes you laugh? Have you ever laughed because you thought something was 
impossible? Have you ever laughed because something you thought was impossible actually 
happened?

2. Which of the stories about Abraham and Sarah from Genesis 12-22 make you scratch your 
head the most? Why do you think they responded to that situation the way they did? Do you 
think you would have done something differently?

3. What one thing from the sermon do you especially want to discuss with your Growth Group?

4. Name one passage in the Bible that you find particularly troubling. Read it again. What themes 
do you find in the passage that run throughout Scripture? How does this affect your thoughts 
about the passage?

5. When a child asks you a difficult question about God or the Bible, how do you approach it? 
What are you hoping the child will take away from your conversation?

6. Read Hebrews 11:1-19. Why was Abraham listed in this line of the faithful if he did not 
always trust and obey God in every situation? Why was the command to sacrifice Isaac listed 
specifically in this passage? What might these things say to you about your own faith?

7. Pastor Amy named three themes in Genesis 22 that may be found throughout the Bible that 
help us to trust in God’s provision. Which of the three resonates with you most? Why? Which is 
difficult for you? Why?

8. Have you ever needed to take a “right turn,” leaning into the blessing that God offers? Do you 
feel like you need to take the turn today? How might your Growth Group help?



Spotlight on Academy Teachers

   My name is Susan Placencia. I work with Carol Rogers as the assistant 
director. 
   I worked as a teacher for 4 years before starting in the office last year.
  I grew up in Abilene and graduated from Cooper and ACU with an 
accounting degree.
   My husband and I served as missionaries in Ecuador for 7 years and in 
the ministry in California and Texas for 9 years. 
  We moved back to Abilene in 2004.
  My husband currently works for Dyess AFB as a civil servant.  We 
have 3 children. David is 25 and is a graduate of Lubbock Christian 
University.  Adam is 24 and is a student at T.S.T.C.  Rachelle is 12 and a 
student at Clack Middle School.   

Tina Weaver
    It is a blessing to work for Carol and be a part of the Aldersgate Academy. — Susan Placencia

   My name is Tina Weaver, and I am one of the teachers in Class B.  I 
was born in Smyrna, Georgia, and have worked in child care for 16 
years.
    My family and I moved to Abilene in September 2013.
   This is my second year at Aldersgate Academy.
   My wonderful husband, Eric, works at Best Buy. We have 4 children, 
ranging in ages 8 to 20 years old.
    In my spare time, I love to read, watch movies and play games with 
my kids.
    The best part of my job is playing with the children. I love to watch 
them as they learn new things.
    I also enjoy the fact that children love unconditionally.

    I will say the qualities that work best for my job are a sense of humor and a caring attitude.
My favorite Bible verse is Proverbs 3: 5-6. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will make your path straight.” — Tina Weaver

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy 
according to the proportion of faith; or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on 
teaching.  Romans 12: 6-7

   Susan Placencia



Connections:  Art and Faith

Garden and Bowie: Showing Up
  At the Meet-the-Teacher event at Bowie Elementary this year, a 
new teacher said, “Thank you so much for everything you have 
done for our school this week.” Another teacher replied, “You just 
wait. This is an all year thing.” In the past few years of serving in 
our neighborhood and at Bowie, I have discovered that the most 
valuable thing that any of us can do to demonstrate the love of God 
is to show up, regularly.
   That’s why I talk so much about opportunities to serve. I want 
you to know that you are welcome and needed, any time you are 
available. So, here I go again:  
   On the second Saturday of each month, a fun event and work day 

will take place at the Open Door Community Garden (S 19th and Amarillo). (The photo shown above 
is from a work day.) And at the end of every six weeks, Rewards Parties take place for the 5th Graders at 
Bowie. The dates for the remaining parties are: November 21, January 23, March 6, April 24 and May 21. I 
will share more about each event as the dates draw near. All are welcome to show up!  — Amy Wilson Feltz

  We all know that worship is more than attending church 
on Sunday morning. We worship through acts of service, 
kinship, singing, bible study and devotion, and…art? 
   The reality is, everything that we do can be a form of 
worship to God when done with a spirit of love and 
reverence.
   For the next 6 weeks, our very own Carol Windham will 
be available to speak with Sunday School classes about the 
rise of the art and faith movement. 
   Carol is a local, professional artist who has experience 
in several forms of art: painting, drawing, wood working, 
videography, and much more. 
    She reminds me that God is a creative and artistic God 
who formed the universe and created each and every one 
of us. 
    Surely, art and the act of creating is a way for us to partner 
with God in bringing beauty into the world!  
   If you are interested in having Carol share about the art and faith movement with your Sunday School 
class (this is open for children, youth, and college too!), please contact me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org 
or (210) 849-9122. — Jessica Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Launa Brand
Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Mary Buckner
Leslie Kitchell

Presence                      (10.12.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $16,717.00
Received Month-to-Date = $38,922.12
Received Year-to-Date = $606,563.97
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions = $132,385.10

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Worship Service= 177                      
11:00 a.m. Worship Service=183 

Total Worship Service Attendance=360                                                   
 Sunday school=221

The Oaks =21

Ministry Leaders

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben SandovalFacebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

   Still need a copy of “We Make the Road by Walking”? The church office has extra  
books available for $17.50 each.
  We  have copies of  “Sacred Rhythms”,  “Conspiracy of Kindness” and “Purseing 
God’s Will Together.” These are  $10.00 each. 
  There is room for 3 people in the Covenant Bible Study, led by Darla Mawson. 
We have the study guides in the office for $49.99 each. 



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

        ALIVE In the Word                                                                                    
                                                    Pastor  Amy                         

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.  
                    Sermon Passages                              
Sunday:  Genesis 22: 1-8                   
Monday:  Genesis 22: 9-19
Tuesday:  Genesis 15: 1-20
Wednesday: Genesis 18:9-33
Thursday: Isaiah 6: 1-13
Friday:  Matthew 3: 1-17
Saturday: Hebrews 11: 1-19

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:  Exodus 39-40
Monday:  Leviticus 1-4
Tuesday:  Leviticus 5-7
Wednesday: Leviticus 8-10
Thursday: Leviticus 11-13
Friday:  Leviticus 14-15
Saturday:  Leviticus 16-18 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

My first-grade Sunday School teacher used a 
large felt board and two-dimensional figures 
to tell the story: God loved Abraham and 
promised to give him land and children and 
to bless him so that he would be a blessing 
to others. 

 I remember singing, “Father Abraham had many sons. Many 
sons had Father Abraham.” I remember dancing around the room, 
pumping my arms and legs, nodding my head, singing, “I am one of 
them, and so are you . . .”
  I do NOT remember anything in the story about the command 
for Abraham to take his son Isaac up on a mountain and kill him as 
an offering to God, who promised to bless him with descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky.
  This passage in Genesis 22 is one of the most difficult for me to 
read, and to-date, at least, the most difficult one I’ve ever used to 
develop a sermon. I’ve read quite a bit about it. I’ve heard lectures on 
the subject. I’ve listened to other preachers make impressive claims 
about God’s provision and Abraham’s faith and how the bottom line 
is that we need to trust God in all situations.
  Those are pretty good answers, I have to admit. They make me feel 
good enough to sing the Father Abraham song again• • • “So let’s just 
praise the Lord.”
   Still, I have so many questions. Why was human sacrifice ever 
regarded as OK? Why would God give the command for Abraham 
to kill the sign of the promise, even as a “test?” Why was Isaac called 
Abraham’s only son, when Ishmael was his firstborn? Why did 
Abraham tell the servants that both he and Isaac would return if he 
planned to kill his son? 
   I don’t know. I don’t know the answers, but I am deeply grateful for 
the questions. I am deeply grateful for this Bible that we call Holy 
and all of the stories and accounts and genealogies and parables and 
prophesies and poems and songs that tell the history of our people 
and speak to what it means to be ALIVE in faith together today. 
I am deeply grateful for you and our community of faith and our 
willingness to read the whole Bible, even the difficult texts, with 
care and reverence and respect for each other and the Word of God. 
What a blessing. Praise the Lord, indeed.

The Blue Parakeet
by Scot McKnight 
is the next book 
that we are inviting 
you to read as we go 
through the whole 
Bible in 52 weeks 
here at Aldersgate.  
One reviewer says, 
“In this bold, 
examination of reading the Bible, author 
Scot McKnight proclaims a new ‘Third 
Way,’ one that walks confidently between 
two  extremes.”  The book is an easy read 
that helps us to really think through how 
we read the Bible. You may order a copy 
through the church office for $10. Grace 
and Peace!
 —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy


